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Possibility of handing over to Haganah and trial of 
Registry five captured British subjects 
Number | B9314/1260/31 Refers to Jerusalem telegram 245 (E9288/1260/31). 


Dr Joseph informed that it was hoped that I.Z.L. 
TELEGRAM FROM wowld hand over the five British subjects to Haganah 
JERUSALEM (Acting soon, but thought that they were not being ill 
No. 252 Consul Generaltreated. Jim Hayes, British journalist, states that 
I.Z.L.e have announced that charges would be made 
Dated 11 Jul 48 —* oS hours. It is thought that some 
Recdicnd 3 prisoners will be put on trial for “espionage on 
in Ratu 12 Jul 48 | behalf of the enemy" i.e. the Arabs, and it is 
suggested that Jerusalem Electric Corporation in 
London brief a campetent lawyer, preferably an 
English Jew, to stand bye 
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.This telegran is of particular secrecy, shonla 
retained by the authorised recipient ant bet dete dea 
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acting British Consul General 


No be 7.19 aem. llth July, 1948 
llth July, 1948. Re 8.55 asm. llth July, 1948 
iepeated to J.:. Del. iiew York 

Haifa. 

Cairo. 








10th revea ed to Cairo, U.K. Del. slew York and aifa. 


.y telegram iio. 245. f o- 
abducted British subjects. 


Dr. Joseph telephoned this orning to say that I.J.L. 
said that their investigations would soon be complete and 
that he hoped the prisoners would soon be handed over to 
Haganah. Hayanah officers handling the affair believed 
that they were not being ill treated. I am unable to 
confirm reports that Bryant and possibly others were seen 
today at a distance blindfolded but apparently well by a 
British Jewish journalist. 


2. This-evening Jim ilayes, a British journalist, 
telephoned to say he had been informed by I.Z.L. that charges 
against the prisoners would be made public within 48 hours 
and that their trial would probably take place befere a 
Hsganah nilitary court in Yel Aviv. He was much cencerned 
about setting counetent legal defence andwss told by I.2.i.. 
that he could ge ahead in engaging a lecal lawyer. Jeseph 
denied all knewledge of the state of affairs revealed by 
Hayes. He said that the question whether a prosecution 
would be instituted when evidence was »roduced would have 
to be decided in Tel aviv and that in view of the conditions 
in Jerusalem it was net imoessible that the trial weuld take 
place in vel aviv. He was told that i should expect earliest 
pessible netification of the intentionte remeve the priseners 
te Tel Aviv and should expect te be given every facility in 
leeking after their interests. He was requested te cenvey 
this te the autherities in Tel Aviv and premised to de se, 


3. I regaxd it as highly probable that seme at least 
ef the prisenérs will be put en trial. If cenvicted on a 
charge siich-aS "espionage on behalf of the enemy" i.e. the 
arabs, 14, 4s net imprebable that they would be executed. 


/I advise that the 


2. 


I advise that the Jerusalem Slectric Corporation in London 
brief a competent lawyer to stand by to proceed to Jerusalem 
er Tel Aviv at short netice. An eminent snglish Jew would 
be preferable. . 


4. At wy request, made befare the information in 
paragraph 2 was available, the Truce Cemmissien has met 
again to censider further appreach to the Jewish authorities. 
The Cemmission has decided to remeve its flags frem the pewer 
statien which thus becemes a legitinate target fer the Arabs. 
As yeu are aware, it is the preperty of a British company. 


Fereign Office please pass te U.K. Delegation New York 
and Haifa as my telegrams ies. 53 and 31 respectively. 


LRepeated to U.K. Delegatien liew Yerk. Net repeated 
te Haifa pending departmental instructiens]. 
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HAIFA 
a As you may be aware, five British 


Telegram. 


No. AGO . 


(Date) i> = 


nationals have been seized by the I.%.L. in 
Jerusalem. It is possible that they may be 
handed over to the Jewish authorities, and 


that proceedings may be instituted against them 


Repeat to : -- 
in a court. The Jerusalem Slectric 
Corporation. by which the men are employed, 
wish to brief Mr. Asher Levitsky to defend 
them in that event. Jerusalem have been 
instructed to contact him if possible, but he 
may be in some other part of Palestine. In 
that event Jerusalem will ask you to try to 
find him and inform him of the Company's 
wishes. 
=Ex Glain= 
Gode= M73. 
Cypher. a 
Distribution :—- 
Departmental 
¢ Co srcnirtaad wot Bpw: hex 
Magen mort go b-nigft 
a PF cates yo | ovr teats * 
Copies fo? EOE Te: | 


i} Svulb 9-9 


Cypher /OTP DEPARTMENTAL )ISTRIBUTION 
sonfidential. 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO HAIFA 





No, 290 
12th July, 1948. De 8.08 peme 12th July,1 948. 


LOST _ Di EDIATE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


As you may be aware, five British nationals 
have been seized by the f.2.L, in Jerusalem 
It is possible that they may be handed over to the 
Jewish authorities, and that proceed may be 
instituted against them in a court. 
Jerusalem Electric Corporation, by which the men are 
employed, wish to brief ir. Asher Levitsky to 
defend them in that event. Jerusalem have been 
instructed to contact him if possible, but he may 
be in some other part of Palestine. In that event 
Jerusalem will ask you to try to find him and 
inform him of the Company's wishese 


EEBESE 


Ts 





TE) | ij 
SS ho 
e- f my 
Confidential Fs 
De d ee M. 
Draft. Aaddvcoman b) olen , Ch yen ne. 
f q7 Your telegram No.252 fof llth July]. 
JERUSA 
A Parliamentary question has been put 
Telegram. down for Wednesday. aSking for information on 
No LG. the five British subjects kidnapped by I-Z.L. 
(Date) Jp Please telegraph your latest news of them by 
2 4 
Zz most immediate telegram, to reach me on 
oO Repeat to : — 
= Wednesday morning. 
= 2. Your para.3. Jerusalem Electric 
“ 
Ir Corporation wish to brief Mr. Asher Levitsky, 
= 
believed to be in Jerusalem, who has previously 
z 
oe acted on their behalf. Please make contact 
z 
F with him if possible and instruct him 
z accordingly. If he is not in Jerusalem, you 
S should inform Haifa. who are instructed to take 
wi 
cd action in that event. 
: ly Cs de i eLik ‘4 A 3 f £4 am 
o ; 
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No, 413, 
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stariat. ] 


. .. dere. Rese te 431 / espa — 
® Jerusalem Electric & Public Servite Cinryroretone Rtewitsh 


(Incorporated under the Palestine Companies Ordinances, 1921 to 1925) 


Direcrors : 


WILLIAM SHEARER (cHalRMAN) London Office: 
H. G. BALFOUR 
D. C. BROOK, F.S.AA. 


Ri. Hoe Sin CUTHBERT HEADLAM. Br.. 66, QUEEN STREET, 
P. 


-S.0., O0.8.E. 


wr ohne RANKEILLOUR. 1 P.c. LONDON, E.C.4 


It» July, 1945 
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